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Past President’s message 

Hello to all fellow gardeners.  I am sure you are busy as ever helping your garden grow.  I wasn’t sure that 
spring was ever coming to visit us but she did.  It took a long time for Regina’s record setting seven feet of 
snow to vanish, but it’s almost all gone.  I was out in the country last week and there were still drifts of snow 
in the coulees in the Qu’Appelle Valley.  All that snow has set some of plants and some spring planning back a 
notch.  
  
Our plants sale was moved up to June 5th, so we would have a better selection of plant material.  This year we 
also had lily bulbs for sale too so that added some variety.  We had hoped to have a speaker on companion 
plants but unfortunately that didn’t work out.  
  
We are inviting all members to give us suggestion on what topics they would like someone to speak on.  Please 
contact one of the executive members or better still visit our new revitalized 
website www.sasklilysociety.org and send us a little online note with your suggestion.  If you have a garden 
club or know of an organization that would be interested in hearing a talk on lily grown – give us a shout 
too.  We would love to increase our exposure with the hopes of increasing our membership. 
  

You can also find some lovely lily pictures on our Facebook page.  If you are a Facebook follower ‘Like’ our 
page as I am hoping to regularly update our Facebook page with photos from last fall’s plantings in the 
Heritage Garden across from the RCMP museum.   Drop by and check out the plantings yourself.  Take as 
many weeds home as you'd like - they are free!  The garden committee is working on some educational signage. 
.  

Viola Berwald has graciously invited us out to her Emerald Park yard for our post show get together.  It is 
planned for the Wednesday following our 22nd Annual Lily Show, which should make it July 24th.  Viola will be 
providing us with further particulars and map on how to get to her house.  
  
I encourage all members to participate in our show – bring some stems, sign up to man the front table, help 
with set up, clerking – your help is always welcome.  Maida Gardner has the list for signing up – give her a 
shout and she’ll let you know where help is needed.  
  

We are canvassing the Peony Society to see if they might be willing to allow us to show some martagons (if any 
are available) at their annual show (June 21 & 22 at the Cathedral Neighbourhood Community Centre).  If it’s 
a go we will update you.  The peonies are a little later then usual this year but I would encourage all to take 
in their show as there are many different peonies from the ones our grandparents used to grow.  Many are 
landscape merit varieties that do not require staking.  Of particular interest are the crosses between 
herbaceous and tree peonies.  
  

I would also like to thank Susan Parks for stepping forward and filling our vacant Vice-President 
position.  Susan recently retired for a second time and is willing to share some of her time and lily expertise 
with us.  Congrats to Susan on her retirement and congrats to Viola Berwald who retired the same day as 
Susan.  
  

Positions that remain vacant are President, Programming & Education Chair as well as the Publicity Chair.  If 
you are interested in filling any of those positions ‘come on down’ the price is right!  
 
  I am looking forward to seeing you all at our July show.  Happy gardening. 



  

 

Calling all members. 

We would like to publish a new series for our readers and by our readers of your favourite 
lily.  It would be great if you could include a photo of the lily and why it appeals to you.   

Also if anyone has a story, poem or interesting experience to share please feel free to 
contact me @smtut1@sasktel.net or mail your article to 1015 Broder Street, S4N 3P8. 

Plant Sale 
 
We had a very successful plant sale on Wednesday. Thanks to the advertising we had quite a 
few drop ins. We made approximately $700.00 on our sale which is fantastic. 
 
 

  
 

 



  

 

ANNUAL SPRING MEETING 
 
We also held our annual spring meeting with 17 members present. We OK’d our budget for 
2013. We heard the report from the Historical garden about the signage. We also discussed 
the need for input from the members for topics for our seminars. If you have anything 
specific you would like presented or anyone you think would be of interest please contact any 
board member.   
 

 

 

Don’t forget our 22ndLily Show  
 

 July 18, 19, 20th  
Golden Mile Shopping Centre 

 

Staging times  
Thurs. July 18th 5:00 pm -9:00 pm 
Friday July 19th 7:00-9:00 am 

 

Show times 
Friday July 20th (after Judging) to 9:00 pm 

Saturday July 20th 9:30 am -5:00 pm 
 

Bring your stems/enter your Floral Art.  
All entries Welcome 

====================================================================================== 

Our web site is now fully functioning and we need input from the members 
with articles, stories, photos, or anything you would like to share with 
others. Please include your name in your correspondence. If you have a 

question or comment please use the web email to contact Issy. 
ssls2013@gmail.com 



  

 

  
             Credit for this picture goes to Heather Lang   www.tastygardener.com.  

 

      2013; My Favorite Lily- D.Nelson 

 
For the last thirty years I have been growing lilies with purpose! Of course the goal has changed 
and so has my favorite lily. 
Lilies have always been a part of my life starting with the delicate L. philadelphicum which is my 
all-time favorite. The first lilies I grew in my garden were “art models” for my water colour 
paintings. My favorite lilies were ‘Connecticut King’ and ‘Enchantment’. In 1991 a new favorite 
bloomed from a coupling of these two which ended up being called ‘My Own’. Oh, the wonder of 
creation! 
 It was time to get serious and learn what makes lilies ticks. In 1995 we attended the 
Edmonton NALS Conference and Show with its accompanied garden tours. These experiences 
showed what could be accomplished when you hybridize with knowledge. At the Edmonton Show 
‘Aloft’ became my favorite lily with its lovely dark brown-red line that traced the edge of its 
petals. How was that achieved? Agnes Beingnesser suggested that Dr. Patterson’s ‘Edith Cecilia’ 
had such markings. Elaine Fellner volunteered the use of her Aunt Jean Ericksen’s ‘Edith Cecilia’ 
as a pollen parent. The results were that many of the1995 crosses, with Hartle- Gilman garden 
lilies, now have the dark line around the margin of their petals. Of course ‘Edith Cecilia’ is a 
favorite pollen parent. 
The Edmonton NALS tours introduced us to martagons and the deep-red ‘Sarcee’ became a 
favorite. Martagons take time to reproduce, and are therefore  expensive, so seed was acquired 
from the seed exchange and after seven years their blooms are being enjoyed. 
At the NALS Show in Saskatoon in 1996 the Species Lilium Society was organized under the 
direction of Ed McRae and Julius Wadekamper. This resulted in species bulbs being made 
available to the membership. My favorite was L. cernuum the sweet pink Dr. Patterson used in 
many of his lovely up-right pink varieties.  
In 2002 we took ourselves off to New Zealand to the World Conference, Show and garden 
tours. The Chinese Trumpets took my fancy and their seed has produced some lovely August 
blooms thanks to the gifts of seed from Mrs.Bowen and Mr. McLaren. It was the aurelians that 
truly caught my attention with ‘Bright Star’ as the pod parent and ‘L.henryi’ as pollen parents. 
These hybrids have become my favorite and have proven their hardiness in zone 2b.  
In 2011 the NALS Show was held in Burlington, Ontario and we visited the S/W Garden, or as 
we think of it “Lily Heaven’. In the bundle of superior bulbs which were received that fall was 
‘Henry’s Honey’ a remarkable beauty which became one of my favorite aurelians. It has proven 
to be a productive pollen parent whose first seedlings will be planted out this fall. Just maybe 
there will be a future star among group. 
  



  

Parentage: ‘thunderbolt’ X L.xkewense “White Henryi’ registered (1987), grown (1981) and 
named (1983) by G.Brown.  Gordon Brown is from Harley, Ontario. 
‘Henry Honey’ is descripted as being deep orange in the throat shading upward to a honey colour 
and then to almond, which fades to white with age at the tips; outside light orange, midribs 
green; spots absent; nectaries orange; pollen starts orange and becomes dark brown. Flowers 
are 180 mm wide; tepals 60x 25mm, margins are slightly ruffled, tips slightly recurved. Leaves 
scattered, 120 x 25 mm, mid green.Syems 1.65 m, mid-green, with up to 17 or more flowers. 
Blooms in middle to late July. (This is the description that is found in The International Lily 
Register p.344 
   

Violet Lochore’s Garden 
 

2012 Was the year my house needed major repairs. To achieve that goal it was necessary to dig 
up the front lawn. Within a month everything was repaired except my lawn. I asked the worker 
when it would be restored, he replied, “We do not do lawns and you have to wait five years for 
the earth to settle” 
Spring arrived and I was faced with a huge unattractive mud pile. My eightieth birthday party 
was in a week and I was expecting my entire family with their children and dogs. I could see 
some of that mud will be tracked into the house. 
“Five years”, I thought, “I wondered if I would live that long?” Then it came to me, plant 
flowers. 
The following Sunday in church I mentioned my idea to other parishioners. Mrs. Dolores Nelson 
who always sits behind me, spoke up and said, “lilies would do well, if you like I could help.” 
I discovered that Dolores is internationally known for growing lilies.  
Immediately I telephoned my daughter in Calgary. In the past week she had asked if I had a 
wish for my birthday. Now I reminded her,” I know now what I really want for gifts. I’d like to 
have lily bulbs instead of cards. A card would cost more than one bulb. Please that is what I 
really want.”   
“Mom,” she questioned,” What do you know about lilies?” “Not a thing, Darling, but there is a 
lady in church who offered to help. I will accept that offer.”  
A week later my daughter presented me with eighty bulbs. She had also told relatives and 
friends to do the same. In total I received one hundred and eighty lily bulbs.  
Proudly I told Dolores. She was not expecting that and asked ,”Where are you going to plant 
them? They need a lot of room. My answer was,” Twenty by sixty feet of the front lawn has 
been dug up.” 
Now a year has passed. Each bulb has grown into a beautiful flower. I felt it was their way 
wishing a “Happy Birthday” Which lasted all summer. I could hardly wait for the mornings, just 
to see which one was next. Then I would talk to it and welcome each one.  
Dolores had said they are easy to grow, she was right. The soil needed some work, but in 
today’s world that is all done by machine. The neighbours made it a point during their evening 
walks to come by and see how Violet’s lilies were progressing. 
They kept on blooming and blooming. I was presented with three bulbs of the same kind and 
planted them close together. They produced for about three weeks in a soft mauve colour, with 
seventeen blossoms. 
People ask me, ”What are their names?” I had no clue, however I saved all the packages. I just 
enjoyed that they grew out of that mud. 



  

Only one kind had to be dug up, to keep warm for winter. The rest were left alone. Winter with 
its snow cover arrived the first week in November and the snow kept on coming. By February six 
feet of this beautiful white snow covered my lilies. 
Worried they might suffocate I asked Dolores, and she assured me they were safe. April was 
the first anniversary and spring was not in sight. Dolores kept saying “have patience, they are 
alright.” 
The weatherman kept reminding us, since we had the most snow this past winter, we ever had, 
we could have a flood. However that did not happen and eventually spring arrived.  
May at Wal-Mart I saw a lily bulbs display and a lily called hymenocallis caught my eye, I knew 
I did not own one so I had to have it. At home I planted it in flower boxes (three in one 
package). They grew rapidly in my little greenhouse.  
Beginning of June blossoms appeared. In the centre it had a solid white trumpet shaped 
blossom. What made it so special this blossom was surrounded with six swan-neck like petals. 
It’s beauty was outstanding. Together the three bulbs produced six blossoms.  
This is the beginning of looking forward to getting up in the morning. Last year lilies are now 
half grown (teenagers). 
The mud pile will soon will be forgotten while enjoying God’s beautiful creations.  
 
 

 
 

Spider lily, Ismene, Peruvian daffodil, Sea daffodil 
 

 



  

 
The Lily and the Bee written by Henry Lawson 
 
 I looked upon the lilies                                 The lily stands for beauty, 

When the morning sun was low,                 purity and trust. 

And the sun shone through a lily                 It does a four-fold duty, 

With a softened honey glow.                       As all good morals must. 

A spot was in the lily                                      Its whiteness is to teach us, 

That moved incessantly.                                Its faith to set us free,     

And when I looked into the cup                   Its beauty is to cheer us. 

I saw a honey bee.                                          And its wealth is for the bee. 

“Consider the lilies!”                                     “Consider the lilies!”              

But, it occurred to me                                    But it occurs to me 

Does anyone consider                                   Does anyone consider 

The lily and the bee?                                     The lily and the bee? 

 

Permission  was given to publish is poem by the Australian Poetry Library, May/2013--   

A single rose can be my garden... a single friend, my world. 

Leo Buscaglia 
 
 

SSLS EXECUTIVE FOR 2013 
PRESIDENT – VACANT 
 

VICE-PRESIDENT – SUSAN PARKS, BOX 22 AVONHURST, SK -306-771-2700 
 

PAST PRESIDENT-GLADYS NING -18 FORSYTH CRESCENT REGINA SK  -306-543-0482 

SECRETARY – JESSIE CARLSON- 316 HABKIRK DRIVE REGINA, SK  -306-586-0211 
 

TREASURER – RON SITTER- 971 MCCARTHY BVLD. REGINA SK -306-543-934 
 

SHOW-CHAIR –PHYLLIS MUELLER, MAIDA GARDNER, PAT SARGENT, SHIRLEY WIDDIFIELD, 
GLADYS NING 
 

MEMBERSHIP – VIOLA BERWALD- 10 RUBY PLACE EMERALD PARK, SK-306-781-3355 
 

PUBLICITY-VACANT 
 

HISTORICAL GARDEN – BRIAN PORTER -7119 STEER AVE.REGINA, SK  -306-543-8259 
 

PHONING –CAROLYN PRESTON- 922 MCCARTHY BLVD. REGINA, SK  -306-543-8239 
CAROL DUNCAN-306-586-8126, JOAN HARRIS- 306-584-1888  MARLENE DAVIS-306-584-
3774 
 

SOCIAL-JOAN HARRIS/VIOLA BEWWALD- 3525 25TH AVE.REGINA, SK -306-584-1888 
 

EDUCATION – BRIAN PORTER -7119 STEER AVE. REGINA, SK -306-543-8259 

NEWSLETTER-SHIRLEY TUTTOSI- 1015 BRODER STREET, REGINA, SK -306-569-0804 

NALS LIAISON-DOLORES NELSON -3830 20TH AVE., REGINA, SK -306-586-3697  
 

 



  

The South Saskatchewan Lily Society Membership 

 

Make payments to SSLS-c/o Viola Berwald @ 10 Ruby Place Emerald Park, SK S4L 1A9 

 

Name_____________________________________________________ 
Address __________________________________________________ 
Postal Code___________________________ 
Phone#______________________________ 
E-mail_______________________________ 

 

Individual- $10 for one year ( ) $25 for three years ( ) 
Family- $12 for one year ( ) $31 for three years ( ) 
 

*** PLEASE MAKE SURE YOUR MEMBERSHIP FEES ARE UP-TO-DATE*** 
 

If you have any interesting articles, tidbits, or special lily events that you would like mentioned in up-
coming newsletters. Please feel free to send them to me at my home address: 1015Broder Street, 
Regina, SK S4N 3P8 or at my personal 

E-mail: smtut1@sasktel.net  

 

 

NALS Memberships 
 

All memberships are to be paid in American funds. This gives Canadians the option of paying by 
credit card, money order or cheque for those having American accounts. There is also the option 

of using the NALS Web Site www.lilies.org as a means of paying membership with ‘pay pal’. 
 

Individual or family memberships for one year are 25US$ and 70US$ for three years.  

 

What’s new in your 
garden? 

 

http://www.lilies.org 

 

The North American Lily Society (NALS) was 
organized in 1947 to promote interest in the 
genus Lilium. The society has active members 

from almost every state and province in 
North America, as well as from many 

countries around the world. 
 

 

International Seed Exchange 
 

Quality Publications 
 

Enthusiasts, Amateur 
& Commercial  Growers 

 

 
 
 

New members welcome! 
 

NALS Executive Secretary 
P.O. Box W 

Bonners  Ferry, ID, 83805 

 

 

 


