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SSLS Executive for 2013
President – Vacant

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE    
  In a few weeks winter will be gone, and just like a rough 
delivery it won’t be long before the thrill of seeing young green shoots, nosing
 their way out of the ground, will dull our memory of how daunting a cold winter it 
was.  I am all for abundance.  There is nothing I like to see better than a good snow 
blanket to provide a warm protective cover for those delicate OTs or trumpets but 
enough is enough.  I am having nightmares dreaming of what our streets are going to 
look like once pockets of snow melt leaving craters that look big enough to swallow
 my little car.  I wasn’t surprised to hear that our total snowfall this winter has hit the
 60 inch mark.  It is a good thing the snow levels shrink with each bout of warmer 
weather.
When winter provides such good ground cover it is hard to predict what spring is
 going to be like.  Will spring be early or will it be late?  When should we 
book the annual show, are we going to have a martagon show?  The dates for the 
annual show dates have been selected.  Our show will be on July 18, 19 and 20.  
We are holding off making a decision on a martagon show.  Once we see how spring 
is blossoming we will decide when and if a martagon show will take place.  The last 
martagon show was in 2010 so it’s probably time to get a few stems out for everyone
 to see. If spring is late we might even have some martagons in our annual show.  I
 was pleasantly surprised to see how many they had at the NALS show in Winnipeg 
last July.
At the last director’s meeting it was decided that our spring seminar would
 be postponed until May.  A number of our director and committee chair positions 
(including the education chair) remain vacant causing a drain on our human
 resources.  Plans are to amalgamate our spring plant sale with our spring general 
meeting.  Our hopes were to line someone up to speak about companion plants. 
 Details have not been finalized and the topic may change.  Once something concrete
 is determine we will provide more info.
  Anyone wishing to assist with planning or to fill any of our vacant positions would
 be welcomed.
Faraway Flowers has been posting a number of photos of some of the new
 lilies that have been hybridized.  I have been sharing those photos on our SSLS
 Facebook page.  Anyone wishing to view the photos can do a google or alternate 
search and view the photos.  The Facebook page is open to the public so you don’t 
have to be a member of Facebook to see what has been posted or to view the photo 
albums.
 I wish everyone an early Happy Easter greeting and may the Easter Bunny bring you
 a few lily bulbs instead of Easter eggs. 

 Remember that some of the more tender lilies like the OT often survive better if
 planted in spring.  I am looking forward to another season of beautiful blossoms and 
thank all fellow members that share their beautiful yards with us.  
  Hurry up spring!  I miss you.            Gladys  

CHECK OUT OUR NEW WEB SITE: WWW.SASKLILYSOCIETY.ORG
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In Memorial

We were all saddened to hear of the passing of Dolores' husband, Robert Nelson on March 5
th

 . Although he was 
not an official member of the Lily Society he spent countless hour with and for the Society especially the Heritage 

Garden where he worked with Dolores on the Species and Martagon Section of the Garden.

We visited Dolores' Garden

What a pleasant surprise awaited those of us as we visited Dolore's garden. These are all lilies that Dolores has 
hybridized herself. What beautiful results. 



Lilium rosthornii

Ed McRae reported in 2000 that he received from Chen-Yi, a Chinese supplier, a considerable 
number of bulbs which were thought to be L. henryi. There was only one L. henryi and the 
others were determined to be L. rosthornii.

Woodcock and Stearn’s , Lilies of the World, states that obscure Chinese species collected in 
1891 by the an Austrian, A. von Rosthorn , appears to resemble some of the long-leaved forms 
of L.pimulinum but approaches L. henryi in inflorescence and flower.

Ed McRae grew these bulbs in pots and found that except for the flower all other 
characteristics are different. The plants are shorter and sturdier, the leaves are longer and 
darker green, and the flowers are heavily spotted with redder spots. The colour of the 
flower is a lighter ‘cantaloupe’ orange and the bud count is higher. Its flower has a gentle 
fragrance. There is an abundance of bulblets. The seed and the bulb form show no 
resemblance to L.henryi. The seed is much smaller and the bulbs have narrow scales.

I saw this species for the first time at the Springfield Show in 2009. To me this species had 
all the qualities that I was hoping to introduce to my aurelian hybrids. I could not find L. 
rosthornii bulbs to purchase but there were a number of packages of seed offered on the 
liluim seed exchanges. In August, 2012 there were two blooms with enough pollen to result in 
a couple of crosses.

My hope is a lovely black hearted Aurelian, with heavy red spots which have a gentle 
fragrance.
We shall see--- but the fun of the adventure is not lost.

(Ed McRae reported of the find of L.rosthornii in the autumn, 2002, Species Lily Newsletter)
         



Here's Why
===========

A couple in Sweetwater, Texas had a lot of potted plants. During a recent cold spell, the wife was bringing a lot of them 
indoors to protect them from a possible freeze.

It turned out that a little green garden grass snake was hidden in one of the plants and when it had warmed up, it slithered 
out and the wife saw it go under the sofa.

She let out a very loud scream! The husband (who was taking a shower) ran out into the living room naked to see what the 
problem was. She told him there was a snake under the sofa.

He got down on the floor on his hands and knees to look for it. About that time the family dog came and cold-nosed him on 
the behind. He thought the snake had bitten him, so he screamed and fell over on the floor.

His wife thought he had a heart attack, so she covered him up, told him to lie still and called an ambulance.
The attendants rushed in, wouldn't listen to his protests and loaded him on the stretcher and started carrying him out.

About that time the snake came out from under the sofa and the Emergency Medical Technician saw it and dropped his end 
of the stretcher.

That's when the man broke his leg and why he is still in the hospital.

The wife still had the problem of the snake in the house, so she called on a neighbor man.
He volunteered to capture the snake. He armed himself with a rolled-up newspaper and began poking under the couch. Soon 
he decided it was gone and told the woman, who sat down on the sofa in relief.
But while relaxing, her hand dangled in between the cushions, where she felt the snake wriggling around. She screamed and 
fainted, the snake rushed back under the sofa.
The neighbor man, seeing her lying there passed out, tried to use CPR to revive her.
The neighbor's wife, who had just returned from shopping at the grocery store, saw her husband's mouth on the woman's 
mouth and slammed her husband in the back of the head with a bag of canned goods, knocking him out and cutting his scalp to 
a point where it needed stitches.
The noise woke the woman from her dead faint and she saw her neighbor lying on the floor with his wife bending over him, so 
she assumed that he had been bitten by the snake.
She went to the kitchen and got a small bottle of whiskey, and began pouring it down the man's throat.
By now the police had arrived.

They saw the unconscious man, smelled the whiskey, and assumed that a drunken fight had occurred. They were about to 
arrest them all, when the women tried to explain how it all happened over a little green snake.
The police called an ambulance, which took away the neighbor and his sobbing wife.
The little snake again crawled out from under the sofa.
One of the policemen drew his gun and fired at it.
He missed the snake and hit the leg of the end table. The table fell over and the lamp on it shattered and as the bulb broke 
it started a fire in the drapes.
The other policeman tried to beat out the flames, and fell through the window into the yard on top of the family dog who 
startled, jumped out and raced into the street, where an oncoming car swerved to avoid it and smashed into the parked 
police car.
Meanwhile, the burning drapes were seen by the neighbors who called the fire department.
The firemen had started raising the fire truck ladder when they were halfway down the street. The rising ladder tore out 
the overhead wires and put out the electricity and disconnected the telephones in a ten-square city block area (but they did 
get the house fire out).
Time passed! Both men were discharged from the hospital, the house was repaired, the dog came home, the police acquired a 
new car, and all was right with their world.

A while later they were watching TV and the weatherman announced a cold snap for that night. The wife asked her husband 
if he  thought they should bring in their plants for the night.

That's why he left her.

"From the earth we were formed. To the earth we return. And in between, we garden."
~ Nelson Eddy.



 

The South Saskatchewan Lily Society Membership
Make payments to SSLS-c/o Viola Berwald @ 10 Ruby Place Emerald Park, SK S4L 1A9

Name_____________________________________________________
Address __________________________________________________
Postal Code___________________________
Phone#______________________________
E-mail_______________________________

Individual- $10 for one year ( ) $25 for three years ( )
Family- $12 for one year ( ) $31 for three years ( )

*** PLEASE MAKE SURE YOUR MEMBERSHIP FEES ARE UP-TO-DATE***

If  you have any interesting  articles,  tidbits,  or  special  lily  events  that you  would  like  mentioned  in  up-coming 
newsletters. Please feel free to send them to me at my home address: 1015 Broder Street, Regina, SK S4N 3P8 or  
at my personal

E-mail: smtut1@sasktel.net 
NALS Memberships

All memberships are to be paid in American funds. This gives Canadians the option of paying by credit card, money 
order  or  cheque  for  those  having  American  accounts.  There  is  also  the  option  of  using  the  NALS Web  Site 
www.lilies.org as a means of paying membership with ‘pay pal’.

Individual or family memberships for one year are 25US$ and 70US$ for three years. 

What’s new in 
your garden?
http://www.lilies.org

The North American Lily Society (NALS) was 
organized in 1947 to promote interest in the 

genus Lilium. The society has active 
members from almost every state and 

province in North America, as well as from 
many countries around the world.

International Seed Exchange

Quality Publications

Enthusiasts, Amateur
& Commercial  Growers

New members welcome!

NALS Executive Secretary
P.O. Box W

Bonners  Ferry, ID, 83805

http://www.lilies.org/
http://www.lilies.org/
mailto:smtut1@sasktel.net

