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SOUTH SASKATCHEWAN LILY SOCIETY INC.                  

Affiliate of the North American Lily Society, Inc        
Our website: http://www.ssls.ca        

NEWSLETTER Vol. XX1 / No.4 DEC.2012 
 

 
SSLS Executive for 2012 
 

 
President – Gladys Ning 
18 Forsyth Crescent 
Regina SK  543-0482 
_________________________ 
Vice-President – Vacant 

___________________________ 
Secretary – Brian Porter 
7119 Steer Avenue Regina SK  
phone-543-8259  

 
Treasurer – - Ron Sitter 
971 McCarthy Bvld. Regina SK 
Phone-543-9343 

 
Show-Chair –Phyllis Mueller, Maida 
Gardner, Pat Sargent, Shirley 
Widdifield, Gladys Ning  

 
Membership – Viola Berwald 
10 Ruby Place Emerald Park, SK 
Phone-781-3355 

 
Publicity-Shirley Tuttosi 
1015 Broder Street,Regina,sK. 
phone-569-0804 

 
Historical Garden –  

Phoning –Carolyn Preston-  
922 McCarthy Blvd. Regina, SK  
543-8239 
Carol Duncan-,586-8126,  Joan 
Harris - 584-1888-,Marlene Davis- 
584-3774 

 
Social Linda Langenbacker 
117 Cameron Crescent,  
Regina SK.  584-2458 

 
Education – Joan Harris- 
 3525 25th Ave. Regina, Sk. 
584-1888Jessie Carlson  
316 Habkirk Dr. Regina, Sk. 
586-00211vacant. 
_____________________________ 
Newsletter- Shirley Tuttosi 
1015 Broder Street, Regina , SK 
569-0804 

 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE                           
The weather outside is frightful... well maybe it’s not that bad but as I am sitting at my 

computer it is trying to rain.  Rain now -in December!  It would have been nice if we had 

had some rain in August or September.  So far this November Regina has had record 

snowfalls, and more snow in November then all of last winter.  On the bright side it makes 

for great insulation for those tender lilies we planted in the fall and will provide some 

nice moisture for them in spring. 

Our AGM was held in October and we had an interesting talk and slide show put on by 

Arlene and Robin Karpan.  They shared some of their top picks for the 50 natural wonders 

of Saskatchewan that everyone should have on their Bucket List to see.  It was an 

enjoyable afternoon.  Those who attended had a chance to purchase one of the Karpan’s 

many books and to have it autographed as well. 

Some of the top things on the Bucket List for SSLS is to get members to fill vacant 

executive and committee positions. Unfortunately we did not have anyone step up for the 

position of president or vice president and those positions are vacant.  We are also 

looking for a Publicity committee lead and someone to take over Education and 

Programming.   Please consider volunteering your time for one of these positions.   

Our society goal this year is to get more exposure with the hope of drawing new members 

and in particular members who have the energy and drive to take on executive positions.  

If anyone knows of a group (doesn’t have to be limited to horticultural groups) that might 

be interested in having us do a presentation, please let me know or have them contact me 

directly.    

The revitalization of the Heritage Garden is well under way. The focus of the garden is 

shifting with a stronger emphasis on education. All the lilies beds, except for the Martagon 

and species bed, have been worked over and replanted. Thank you to all the volunteers 

who took on this time consuming task. We are looking forward to seeing what our efforts 

produce this coming year.  

I have set up a Facebook page for the South Saskatchewan Lily Society, please check it out 

and encourage others to view it.  You don’t have to be a Facebook member to view the 

page; it is open to the public. I try to update the page with our upcoming activities and I 

have been adding some photos and lily videos.  To view the page just google South 

Saskatchewan Lily Society and select a search result that includes Facebook.  When you go 

to that site it may prompt you to log in to Facebook, all you need to do is X out of that 

window and it should still let you view the page.  Click on photos or view through past 

posts to see some of the videos.   

I wish everyone all the best for the holidays and season’s greetings to all my gardening 

friends, “Hoe Hoe, Hoe, Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!       Gladys                                           
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

OCTOBER 20, 2012 
ELECTION OF OFFICERS: 
 
Gladys Ning noted the lack of a nominations committee and chair, and asked for further nominations to 
those listed.  Delores Nelson volunteered to be the liaison person for NALS, and Eileen Denis volunteered 
to be on the phoning committee. 
The slate of officers for 2013 was presented as follows: 
 

Past President – Gladys Ning 
President – vacant 
Vice-President – vacant 
Treasurer – Ron Sitter 
Secretary – Jessie Carlson 
Library & Newsletter – Shirley Tuttosi 
Lily Show – Maida Gardner & Phyllis Mueller 
Bulb Sale – Ron Sitter 
Historical Garden – Brian Porter 
Publicity – vacant 
Phoning – Carolyn Preston 
Social – Joan Harris & Viola Berwald 
Membership – Viola Berwald 
Program & Education – Brian Porter will assist. 
NALS Liaison – Delores Nelson 
Viola Berwald reported that we have 75 members, including 7 life members, 7 family memberships and 

61 single regular members.  New memberships are still coming in, one recently from Melville.  She 

noted that members are deleted from the list on April 1 if they have not renewed for the year, and 

at that date she sends a list to Gale’s Wholesale. 
 

Fall seminar- Joan Harris 
The meeting and Fall Seminar took place on Sat. Oct. 20th. Coffee and muffins were served and our 
general meeting lasted from ten o'clock until noon.  
 
Bulbs left from our sale were available to purchase at discounted prices throughout the day and some 
were used as door prizes.  
 

Our speakers arrived around noon and lunch was served in the conservatory among the beautiful fall mums. 
We enjoyed a variety of pizza from Houston Pizza and fresh fruit. Coffee and juice were available.  
 
Our seminar speakers, Robin and Arlene Karpan, writers, photographers and publishers based in Saskatoon 
gave a very interesting and spellbinding presentation based on their book The Great Saskatchewan Bucket 
List. They shared by video their travel experiences across Saskatchewan with us from the magestic 
Cypress Hills Lookout Point, the highest elevation between the Rockies and Labrador, to Hunt Falls on the 
Grease River north of Lake Athebasca. We enjoyed places where they had hiked and canoed photographing 
natural wonders such as the Great Sandhills, The Boreal Trail, and The Kaleidoscopic Cliffs at Reed Bay 
on Lake Athebasca.  
 

The Karpans generously donated an autographed copy of their book, The Great Saskatchewan Bucket List 
for our raffle. I'm sure that many of us will be using their book, before we die, as a travel guide for our 
next excursion in Saskatchewan. 
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SSLS Christmas Party-2012 
 

Our Christmas potluck supper was at the Regina Floral Conservatory on Nov 28th, 2012. The conservatory 
was decked out for Christmas with many multi coloured poinsettias, cyclamen and begonias amongst the 
greenery. A beautifully decorated Christmas tree stood close to our tables that were covered with bright 
red, gold and green tablecloths. Christmas music played softly in the background. We began our evening 
with hot apple cider and a tour around the Conservatory. All sorts of potluck appeared- perogies, oven 
fried chicken, baked ham, salad and delicious buns, to mention a few. The desert table was awesome 
covered with pies, cheesecake and dainties. We enjoyed a delicious meal and caught up on the latest news 
from our members Hot coffee and tea were enjoyed with desert.  
 
A gift exchange took place took place after desert although Santa did not appear.  
 
A trophy was presented to Evelyn Chubak from Fort Qu'Appelle. She received this Best in Show award for 
her lily Pink Giant. This included the Grand Champion Award, the Robert Erskine Award and the Best 
Asiatic Award congratulations, Ev! 
 
A great time was had by all.  
 
A very special thank you goes out to Rose Miller and the conservatory crew who keep the place so 
beautiful.  
 

Respectfully submitted 
Joan Harris 
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Species –Lilium leichtinii  
Lilium leichtinii was registered by Hooker in 1867. It was named for a German botanist Max Leichtiin. It 
came from Japan but today it is rarely found in the wild. L. leichtinii is a pure citron yellow with reddish-
purple spots on all but the ends of the tepals. It has erect dark stem which grows between two feet to 
four feet (60 to 120 cm) in height. The full pendent flowers have wide turk`s cap form which result in a 
raceme type of inflorescence.  Stems bear up to twelve flowers in early August.  The stems travel 
horizontally below the ground between (60-120 cm). It is suggested that the small white bulbs be planted 
to the depth of eight inches. 
It is reported that L.leichtinii is difficult to grow in most environments. I have managed to grow it in the 
shade with enriched peat soil. As a pollen parent it has produced some hybrids which have vigorous strong 
stems and produces upward of 25 flowers. To date these hybrids have been disease free.  
The second form is known as L. leichtinii var maximowiczii which was registered by Baker in 1871. It 
received its name from Carl Johann Maximowicz who was a great  Russian botanist who studied Asiatic 
plants. L.leichtinii var maximowiczii is known to grow in Korea, Manchuria and southern areas of Russia. It 
has scattered narrow leaves on an erect dark stem. The florescence is irregular with up to one dozen 
turk’s cap flowers. In Regina I have never seen more than four flowers on a single stem. In Regina it 
seems to bloom around the end of July and has been on display at the SSLS Lily Show a number of times. 
It seems to grow well in good garden soil and has been in my garden for over ten years. The flowers are 
cinnabar-orange with scattered brown-purple spots. Seed germination is immediate hypogeal and grows to 
flower in two years. L.leichtinii var maximowiczii has no bulbils.  It is noted that Isabella Preston, Frank 
Skinner and Jan de Graaff were a few hybridizers that used L. leichtinii var maximowiczii as a parent in 
the 1930-40.   
Much of the material research on L.leichtinii questioned its place as the type and suggest that L.leichtinii 
be consider as a variety of L.maximowicizii.  
Frank Skinner`s `Maxwill` was planted this fall in the west bed under 1c asiatics. Do take a look this 
summer as this lily was used in hybridizing many of Saskatchewan early garden lilies. L.leichtinii var. 
maximowiczii can be found in the north end of the garden around the first ofAugust. Skinner`s `Maxwill` 
is listed in the Royal Historical Lily Register as a hybrid of L. davidii willmottiae x L. leichtinii var 
maximowiczii with a phrase indicating there is some controversy regarding parents. Woodcock & Stearn 
p208 (1950) and P.M. Synge Lilies, P73(1980), Ed McRae p151(1998) states`` `Maxwell` appears not to 
be a hybrid, but rather a select form of L.davidii `. Woodcock and Stearn state it may be an extreme 
form of L.davidii or `sport``. 
It has been fun to research this species first because it is lovely, second it is fun to say its name and 
third because of the interesting history and comments  
-Dolores Nelson 
 
 
 

                        
                   L.leichtinii                               L.leichtinii var maximowiczii                                 
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The South Saskatchewan Lily Society Membership 
 

Make payments to SSLS-c/o Viola Berwald @ 10 Ruby Place Emerald Park, SK S4L 1A9 
 

Name_____________________________________________________ 
Address __________________________________________________ 
Postal Code___________________________ 
Phone#______________________________ 
E-mail_______________________________ 
 

Individual- $10 for one year ( ) $25 for three years ( ) 
Family- $12 for one year ( ) $31 for three years ( ) 
 

*** PLEASE MAKE SURE YOUR MEMBERSHIP FEES ARE UP-TO-DATE*** 
 

If you have any interesting articles, tidbits, or special lily events that you would like mentioned in up-coming 
newsletters. Please feel free to send them to me at my home address: 1015 Broder Street, Regina, SK S4N 3P8 or 
at my personal 

E-mail: smtut1@sasktel.net  

NALS Memberships 
 

All memberships are to be paid in American funds. This gives Canadians the option of paying by credit card, money 
order or cheque for those having American accounts. There is also the option of using the NALS Web Site 
www.lilies.org as a means of paying membership with ‘pay pal’. 
 
Individual or family memberships for one year are 25US$ and 70US$ for three years.  

 

What’s new in 

your garden? 
 

http://www.lilies.org 
 

The North American Lily Society (NALS) was 

organized in 1947 to promote interest in 

the genus Lilium. The society has active 

members from almost every state and 

province in North America, as well as from 

many countries around the world. 
 

 

International Seed 

Exchange 

 

Quality Publications 

 

Enthusiasts, Amateur 

& Commercial  Growers 
 

 
 

 

New members welcome! 
 

NALS Executive Secretary 

P.O. Box W 

Bonners  Ferry, ID, 83805 
 

 

 
 


